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PROTECT YOURSELF!

The Internet is a hub of useful information. It provides easy access to family through e-mail,
convenient shopping and can even save you time and money with financial planning. Unfortunately,
Internet use is not without its risks. Web surfers must protect against fraud and identity theft. This
article provides tips for avoiding fraudulent scams and protecting your personal information while en-

joying the wonderful resources the Internet provides.

One of the most common types of Internet crime is fraud. Individuals
commit fraud against Internet users through various types of deceptive of-
fers. For seniors, one of the most frequently used scams is investment
fraud. Though the Internet provides a valuable resource for researching in-
vestments and learning about the market, scam artists take advantage of
this resource to sell bad or non-existent investment opportunities. Fraud-
sters send bulk e-mails to potential victims hoping to illicit a response. The
e-mail message often advertises a great investment opportunity and a way
to acquire riches quickly. Unfortunately, most of these claims are false and
criminally designed to separate you from your hard earned money. Experts
recommend the following tips to avoid being the victim of fraud:

According to a May
2006 Harris Poll, 77
percent of adults are
now online with eight
percent of those being
65 years old or older.
That equates to nearly
14 million Internet surf-
ing seniors.

1. Investigate any company thoroughly before investing money or giving personal finan-

cial information.

Contact the Securities and Exchange Commission (www.sec.gov).

Contact the State Securities Regulators (http://www.sec.gov/answers/statesecreg.htm).

Check with NASD Broker Check Program to investigate the disciplinary history of a

specific broker or firm (800-289-9999).

5, Finally, if you suspect you are a victim of fraud, contact the local police or FBI immedi-

ately.

Visit our Senior Safety website:

www.co.summit.oh.us/prosecutor/srcitsafe.htm
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Audrey Martin, 22, was con-
victed of Aggravated Rob-
bery against a 68 year old
woman and sentenced to
three years in prison. The
victim had medical problems
that prohibited her from
standing or walking for any
normal period of time. Martin
met her as a home health
care worker and observed
that the victim was prescribed
Oxycontin. Martin was a per-
son who used and sold pre-
scription drugs. Martin and
her friend, Kelly Mulhearn,
went to the victim’s home.
Mulhearn told the elderly
woman that she was sent by
home health. The victim told
her the door was unlocked
and invited her into her home.
Mulhearn showed the butt of
a toy gun and after a struggle,
Mulhearn left with four Oxy-
contin pills. The victim did
not sustain any serious physi-
cal injury.

Capt. Dennis McFarland and Sgt. Chad Cunningham of the
Akron University Police Department help two members of the
AARP Barberton senior group with a self-defense move during
Senior Citizen Safety Awareness Month.
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